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PROCEEDINGS OF THE FIRST APPELLATE AUTHCRITY UNDER THE
RIGHT TO INFORMATION ACT, 2005
Appeal No 02/2020 (File No.VSSC/RTI/7-2191)

ar et S/ * Shri CN Chandrasekharan Nair
Chandrakantham, 14 CSM Nagar
Edappazhanji, Sasthamangalam PO
Thiruvananthapuram-10

SIECIARCT MG EY) - Anil Kumar B
Name of Respondent Sr. Head, PGA/CPIO

VSSC

Name of Appeliant

Background

Shri Chandrasekharan Nair, Chandrakantham, 14-CSM Nagar, Edappazhanji,
Sasthamangalarn PO, Trivandrum-10 vide application dated 15.11.2019 had
sought a copy of the evaluation report on the Pension Adalat conducted at
VSSC on 23.08.2019 prepared/sent in accordance with Para 9.3 of the

(I)

“Guidelines for conducting Pension Adalats” as contained in the DP&PW OM
No0.44013/2-2010-(c on‘i‘ dated 25/2 03 2011, After gathering relevant
information from the custodian of records, CPIO vide letter dated 30.12.2019

informed the appeliant that the applicant had not atiended the Pension Adalat
conducted by \/‘%SC on 23.08.2018. Therefore, the copy of the report of the
Pension Adalat held at VSSC on 23.08.2019 could not be provided to the
applicant. Aggrieved by the decision of CPIU, the apy pellant has filed a first
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appeal dated 29.01.2020 before the First Appellate Authority.

Prayers in the appeal

The appellant alleged that CPIO has not provided the information sought by him
in his RTI application. The sought informaticn is coming under the definition of
information in par with the section 2(f) of the RTi Act, 2005 and the same is not
an exempted document under section 8 of RT1 Act, 2005,

fula/DECISION

On perusal of the records brought before me, it is observed that the appellant
has asked for a copy of the svaluation report on the Fension Adalat conducted
at VSSC on Z3. C-E’ 2019 prepared/sent in accordance with Para 9.3 of the
“Guidelines for conducting Pension Adalats” as per DP&PW OM No0.44013/2-
2010-(coord) dated 25/26.03.2011. On perusal of the records, it is observed that
VSSC has not sent any such report to DP&PW in connection with the Pension
Contd...2/-




Adalat conducted in VSSC on 23.08.2019. However, VSSC has sent a refsort of
the Pension Adalal conducted in VSSC on 23.08.2019 to DOS for consolidation
and onward transmission to DP&PW. The report contains the grievances raised
by other pensioners and the decision taken thereon by the Department. The
appellant was not even a participant of the Pension Adalat. The name, address
and grievance details of the pensioners in the report being third party information
the same could not be divulged to the appellant and disseminating the
information may bring unwanted invasion to the privacy of the individuals.

A second appeal against this decision lies with the the Central Information
Commission, Baba Gang Nath Marg, Munirka, New Delhi-110067, within ninety
days from the date on which this decision is received.

This Appeal is disposed of at Thiruvananthapuram on the /... day of.

May, 2020.
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FIRST APPEAL ON DENIAL OF INF ORMATION SOUGHT UNDER RTI ACT.2005
Ref: 1. RTI Application dated 15 11 2019(copy in Page 3) sentto A P 1 O, VSSC by
Speed Post on 15 11 2019 from Sasthamangalam local P O (695 010)
»N’X 2. Lr. No. VSSC/RTI/7-2191 dated 30 12 2019 from Sr. Head, PGA, VSSC/
4 / Q & »’Q!J/M CPIO,VSSC(Booked on 02 01 2020 under BNPL and delivered on 04 01
fo ﬂ;é* 2020 (copy in Page 4)

INFORMATION REQUESTED IN APPLICATION
The application for information under the RTI Act,2005 (P.3) requested for “ a copy
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of Evaluation Report on the PENSION ADALAT, conducted at VSSC on 23 08 2019,
prepared/ sent in accordance with Para 9.3 of the “GUIDELINES FOR CONDUCTING
PENSION ADALATS”, contained in the DP&PW OM No0.44013/2-2010-Coord dated
25/26 03 2011 from K.S. Chibb, Director(P)”.
INFORMATION PROVIDED

Against the above specific request, the “Information provided” by the CPIO
(Page4) was that “ the applicant was not a party in the Pension Adalat conducted by VSSC
on 23.08.2019 . Therefore, copy of the report of the Pension Adalat held at VSSC on
23.08.2019 is not disseminated to the applicant”. Thus the information sought in my

application was not supplied, stating an irrelevant reason, and this decision of the* custodian
of records” was just endorsed by the CPIO!!
APPEAL
This  Appeal is on the denial of information by the CPIO, with an irrelevant

observation. The CPIO is bound to provide the information held by the pubic authority, and

instead of discharging his obligatory duty of disseminating the information held by him,

conveyed the “decision” of custodian of information, thereby denying the information sought
_injthe RTI application. The information sought is well within the definition w/s 2(f) of the

RTI Act. The reason attributed has absolutely no relevance at all as the sought information is
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not exempled from disclosure w/s 8 (1) and 9 of the RTI Act, and “ no other exemptions can
be claimed while rejecting a demand for disclosure as the RTI Act is premised on disclosure
being the norm , and refusal, the exception”. The Guidelines of Govt. of India on Pension
Adalat  that I referred in the Application also do not ( and legally cannot) prohibit the
dissemination of any information on the Adalat; but stated “the aim of Adalat is to promote
credibility” , and the action of the CPIO is quite contrary to this policy of Govt.

The CPIO may please be therefore advised to act in accordance with the RTI
Act, and provide the information ,sought in the application, as expected of him u/s 7 of the
RTI Act . It is also regretfully pointed out that the CPIO did not respond to this request
within the stipulated period “as expeditiously as possible” u/s 7 (1) of the RTI Act.

Certified that all that are stated above are true and correct.
¢ Trivandrum. ,L/_’/
29 01 2020 o A 29

o o
C.N.Chandrasekharan Nair

Applicant of RTI Information

Encl: As given in the Reference above
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' APPLICATION FOR INFORMATION UNDER THE RiGHT‘TO:.INFO_R’MATION ‘ACT, 2005

From To B
i C.N. Chandrasekharan Nair _)dssws\:a\vr\_ Lubie \\,—SL,MQA‘;,W y -.-
Cisndiskanthiam Nikyom Soveblhhar Shac Ginbre
14 C.S.M. Nagar L
Edappazhanji, Sasthamangalam, P.O. T ’.S\ . R . ~as
i Trivandrum-10, PIN: 695 010, Kerala T‘G‘IWV\AM SgsT oaz,

Particulars of Information required- t Asgiven below/—as—m—aﬁaehed-sheet(s)
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PeENnsion ADALAT, cogcvm'c_ic_c-c\-«b NSSC ow 2% 082019,
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